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Measles Initiative Advocate Ideas for Fundraising and Advocacy

These are some of the popular fundraising and outreach ideas carried out by Measles advocates.  To find out more or talk about your ideas, contact Measles@usa.redcross.org
	Poster Contest
	Awareness/Fundraising

Great project for schools.  Posters can be displayed in malls, at the chapter, in the school, etc. Winning posters have been featured on city buses and used for promotional items.

	Battle of the Bands / Concert
	Awareness/Fundraising

Organize a competition between local bands competing for hours in a recording studio or other incentive. Use t-shirts, posters, and raffle prizes for awareness and fundraising. Obtain sponsorship from local businesses. Or, hold a concert in a school gym featuring local bands.

	Penny Wars
	Awareness/Fundraising

After hearing a measles presentation, classrooms compete by collecting pennies. This works with any age group.

	Kids Care Day
	Awareness/Fundraising

Holding a day of activities with a Measles focus at local mall. Youth Council has planned a karaoke contest that shoppers can participate in for a donation. T-shirts and prizes will be given. Design great brochures for the event.

	Spotted Pin or Postcard Sales
	Awareness/Fundraising

Ribbon shaped pins with red and white polka dots and postcards are available for free from NHQ. These should be sold for at least $1 in schools, at community events, etc. They are hot sellers!

	Donations from Campus Meal Plans
	Awareness/Fundraising

Students can make a donation to the Measles Initiative by swiping their meal cards in the cafeteria. Give presentations in classes and/or hang informational posters and brochures in the dining halls.

	Have a Heart, Save a Life
	Fundraising/Awareness

During Valentines week sell large hearts for one dollar to students. Students could then write valentines messages on the hearts which were posted around the school. Can be applied to almost any holiday.

Red dots- year round, candy grams or pumpkin shaped cards- Halloween, Package or snowflake shaped cards- Holiday season.

	Dots for Dots
	Advocacy

Have a day dedicated to wearing polka dots to go along with a fundraiser and raise awareness. Market that a certain day designated to support the Measles Initiative and everyone should wear polka dots. 


	Cookie/Bake Sale
	Fundraising

Have students bake goods and bring them pre-wrapped to school for a bake sale.

	Measles Booths in school
	Awareness/Fundraising

Red Cross Clubs and other service groups can set up booths with information about the Measles Initiative and asked for donations or sell pins and postcards. Great place to sell pins are school sports events and the cafeteria.

	Immunization with Your Donation
	Fundraising

School children were asked to donate their soda money.

	International Day
	Awareness/Fundraising

Host a day filled with multicultural activities and food and a kick off for Measles fundraising campaigns in schools.

	Silent Auction/Cocktail Party
	Fundraising

Sell tickets ranging from $75 - $250 and have items donated by individuals and local companies. Get a local sponsor to help fund this event. 

	Miles for Measles
	Fundraising/Awareness

Organize a fun run or walk for measles.  Involve local businesses as sponsors, have participants collect donations from people to sponsor them for the run.  Sell t-shirts after or for the event, $10 each or $5 for a participant.

	Earn Money to Save Lives
	Fundraising/Awareness

Give students the sense that their volunteered time saved lives. Youth who donate are given a special Lifesaver Award Ribbon. Target specific school systems, tie program into an annual diversity poster contest, launch a community-wide effort involving youth organizations and media.

	Design a Dot
	Fundraising/Awareness

Students donate a dollar to decorate a red measles dot to hang up on a wall in the school or at a local mall over a week or so. Be sure to show a video or give a presentation about the Measles Initiative at the end of the week.

	Countdown to

Reduce Measles

Deaths


	Fundraising/Advocacy

Hang 540 paper dolls around campus to show the number of measles deaths per day. For each $1 donation, a person got to remove a doll. Hold the fundraiser for 24 hours or over a week. Concluded the day/week by showing a video.

	Spotted T-Shirt Campaign
	Awareness/Fundraising

Organize multiple campus clubs/organizations to participate by donating money and then wearing white t-shirts with red polka dots.  The organizations’ members pay to remove the dots from their members’ shirts as they see them during the day on campus.  Some of the dots can have instant win prizes on them. The organizations compete to see who can clear their group’s shirts first.


	Eat to Defeat Measles
	Awareness/Fundraiser

Partner with a local restaurant/ice cream parlor to have them donate a portion of proceeds for one week to measles.  Have students make posters and fliers to promote.

	Hospital Fundraiser
	Awareness/Fundraising

A chapter or youth organization can team up with medical 
students to hold a booth at a local hospital to spread the word and raise funds for measles.

	Matching
	Fundraising

Ask local businesses to match your organization’s donations.

	Give the Gift of Life
	Awareness/Fundraiser

Create cards around the holidays and sell the cards for $1 each using the slogan that $1 could save a life. Or have them say that ‘A donation has been made in the amount of ____ to the Measles Initiative to vaccinate ___ children from measles helping to save each of their lives’. Include information on the Measles Initiative as well.

	Hands on Measles
	Awareness/Fundraising

Kids and adults alike can leave their handprint on a board to show their support. Ask for a dollar donation to leave one hand print.

	Shots for Shots
	Fundraising/Awareness

Hold a basketball tournament over a few days and charge teams to play in the tournament. Winners get a prize, perhaps a gift certificate donated from a local restaurant. All money raised goes to benefit the Measles Initiative.
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