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MEASLES INITIATIVE

CUSTOMIZABLE OP-ED LETTER (Youth)

Measles: Protecting Our Children at Home and Around the World

By [Name of Youth Club Officer, American Red Cross Chapter Name]

In recent years, measles, a disease which had been nearly forgotten in the United States, regained the spotlight. Highly contagious, measles can be passed from person to person by breathing, coughing or sneezing. Once one child gets the disease, it can spread quickly through neighborhoods and schools. 

Fifty years ago, measles was common in the United States. In the 1950s, before the vaccine was developed and incorporated into childhood immunizations, there were an estimated four million cases in the United States each year. In 2002, measles was officially eliminated from the Americas. 

In a typical year, there are now less than 65 cases in the United States, and these are usually linked to foreign sources, such as an infected international travel. They also usually occur in children whose parents chose not to have them vaccinated.

However, in many developing countries, parents do not have this choice.

Despite the fact that a safe and effective measles vaccine costs less than $1, in many developing countries, parents do not have access to immunization services. Poverty, poor health systems and a lack of information make it difficult for families to get the care they need. As a result, in 2008, nearly 164,000 people died from measles worldwide, making it one of the leading killers of children. 

The Measles Initiative is a partnership led by the American Red Cross, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the United Nations’ Foundation, UNICEF and the World Health Organization. Its goal is to reduce measles deaths globally by 90% between 2000 and 2010.  

More needs to be done. In the United States, [Youth Club Name] is raising awareness and funds to support the Measles Initiative. [Briefly describe activities here. Be specific – include amount of money raised or people reached, if possible.] Each dollar raised can vaccinate another child against this deadly, but preventable disease.

Since 2001, the Measles Initiative has supported immunization campaigns in more than 60 countries vaccinating over 700 million children. Through these efforts, global measles mortality has been reduced by 78 percent (between 2000 and 2008). 
National immunization campaigns efficiently reach all children with measles vaccine and other health services. Insecticide-treated mosquito nets to prevent malaria, Vitamin A supplements, de-worming tablets and polio vaccines are often provided alongside measles vaccine. Combining these health measures with immunization is cost-effective and increases community participation.

Following a measles campaign, new outbreaks of measles disappear and hospital workers begin to close wards that were once needed to treat children with measles. However, campaigns must be repeated every few years until health services are capable of reaching all children.

The fight against measles is not a choice for those living in parts of the world where measles is still common. It is not a choice for those who face the very real possibility of seeing a child get sick and die from this highly-contagious, but avoidable disease.

To learn more go to: www.measlesinitiative.org or contact [Youth club Name at Telephone Number /Email Address].
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