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	[CHAPTER NAME]

[CHAPTER ADDRESS]

[CITY, STATE  ZIP]

[CHAPTER WEB SITE]
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	                    Contact: [NAME]

         Office: [ADD NUMBER]

      Cellular: [ADD NUMBER]

[EMAIL ADDRESS HERE]


[NAME OF CHAPTER] HOSTS [NAME OF EVENT, FUNDRAISER OR ACTIVITY] TO COMBAT MEASLES  

Funds raised will protect [number] at-risk children around the world
On [Day/Date], the American Red Cross [Name of Chapter], will [organize an event, fundraiser or activity] in support of the Measles Initiative – a partnership committed to reducing measles deaths globally. 

Launched in 2001, the Measles Initiative — led by the American Red Cross, the United Nations Foundation, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, UNICEF and the World Health Organization — provides technical and financial support to governments and communities on vaccination campaigns and disease surveillance worldwide. The Measles Initiative has supported the vaccination of more than 600 million children in more than 60 countries, helping to reduce measles deaths by 74 percent globally and 89 percent in Africa (between 2000 and 2007).

While significant progress has been made, measles remains a leading cause of death among young children, especially in developing countries. In 2007, an estimated 197,000 children— 540 each day— died from this preventable disease. It costs less than $1 to vaccinate a child against measles.

As part of the [event, fundraiser or activity], the American Red Cross encourages [target audience] to [describe the action you want people to take at your event, fundraiser, or activity, and show how it will help save lives. Examples include, purchase a spotted lapel pin, make a donation, play baseball, dance and sing.]
WHO:


[Insert name of chapter, speakers and/or partners’ names]
WHAT:


[Insert a description of your event, fundraiser or activity]
WHERE:


[Insert complete address, including room and/or building number]
WHEN:


[Include start time, end time and date]
COST:


[Insert ticket or merchandise prices] 

VISUALS:

[Insert a description of what journalists may expect to see] 

MEDIA CONTACT: 
[Insert name, cell phone and email address of primary media contact as well as any required credentialing information]

For more information, please visit [www.yourURL.org] or www.measlesinitiative.org.
-End-

